


Che Sunday School Times 


Copyright, 1946, by The Outer, School Times Co. Entered as second-class matter iuly 
f March 3, 1879. 


Entered as second-class matter at 


a 1879, at the post office at Philadelphia, Pa., under 
e post office, Ottawa, Canada. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A. 


Philadelphia, October 19, 1946 


Volume Ejighty-eight, No, 42 


$2.25 a year, in clubs, $1.75 
See page 959 


x 





Lesson for November 3 in this issue 


Lesson 5.—Paul Champions Freedom and 
Brotherhood. Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2; 5. 





An Important Announcement ............. 942 
Notes on Open Letters: 
Is It Wrong To Eat Blood? ........... 942 
The Gospel—Its Riches. VII By T 
ee 943 
Man’s Imaginary Family Tree. VII. By 
Arthur IL Brown, M.D., F.R.C.S. ..... 945 
No Time for Teachers’ Meeting? By Flora 
E. Breck : riguse eee 946 
——— Uniform ‘Lesson e . 947-954 
The Golden Text in Song. By Robert Hark- 
ness .. 951 
Archaeological Side ‘Lights. “By Joseph P. 
i ee 954 
The Young People’s Prayer Meeting. ‘By 
John W. Lane, Jr. ... 957 
For Family Worship. By Ernest ™M. Wads- 
“  Saae Se eee ee 958 
4 


What Mankind Needs 
By W. M. Czamanske 


7 HAT mankind needs in times like 
these, 

With all its modern recipes, 
Is not, “I think,” or, “I suppose, 
A Great Perhaps somehow, somewhere, 
May condescend to answer prayer”; 
But these assuring words: “I know 
There is a God who hears us.” 


What mankind needs for all its aches, 
When conscience from its sleep awakes, 
Is not, “I think,” or, “I assume 

That pardon may at last be won 

By what men do, or once have done”; 
But these authentic words: “I know 
Christ shed His blood to save us.” 


What mankind needs when death appears 

And fills men's hearts with nameless 
fears 

Is not, “I think,” or, “I surmise 

That there is life beyond the grave, 

At least for those both good and brave”; 

But these unerring words: “I know 

That my Redeemer liveth.” 


Divine Delays 


Waiting is hard for human nature. 
We give way to impatience in uncer- 
tainty, when we think it is time for a 
decision to be made; or when someone 
gives no heed to Christ’s knocking at 
the door of his heart; or when our plans 
do not work out as we had hoped; or 
when there is no news of a loved one 


in a distant land. But God is never 
impatient and does not act hastily, 
though He may act swiftly, as when 
Christ stretched out His hand to lift 
Peter from the waves. But it takes 
time to grow fruit, whether it .be apples 
or the Christian virtues. It takes many 
years to grow a graceful Americah elm, 
which adds beauty to the landscape, 
gives comforting shade, and withstands 
the storms of the four seasons. Every- 
one knows he cannot get a full-blown 
and perfect rose by forcing open the 
bud with his own hands. It takes time 
to produce a rugged, mature Christian, 
and it is God’s work, not ours, to open 
a human heart, as He did in the case of 
Lydia. Perhaps one of the most com- 
mon causes of impatience is that we 
look at our plans from our point of view 
instead of God’s, and understand neither 
His methods nor His ends. We are de- 


termined to see our own ideas carried 
out. We may have our eyes upon the 
success of our proposals, while He has 
in view our training. The very ob- 
stacle that we resent may have been 
put in our way by His fatherly hand. 
James tells us that “the trying of your 
faith worketh patience,” and exhorts us 
to “let patience have her perfect work, 
that ye may be perfect and entire, want- 
ing nothing.” It is tribulation—the 
very thing we fear —that “worketh pa- 
tience,” and this in turn brings experi- 
ence and hope (Rom. 5:3, 4). What 
seem like delays to us may not be so at 
all in God’s sight, and the waiting may 
be best for us, both in the training and 
in the result. When we have earnestly 
sought by prayer and the study of the 
Word to know God’s will, and have done 
all we can, then it is time to “rest in 
the Lord, and wait patiently for him.” 


Sleepless Nights 


ANY sleepless nights are the re- 
M sult of sin, and | are spent in 
regret or even remorse. Adam 
and Eve surely cannot have slept after 
their sin and its consequences were re- 


vealed to them! Conviction is often a 
night experience. 


Do none of us know the dread of to- 
morrow? Some worry that has to be 
righted, some duty done, some letter 
written? Young Samuel, after the Lord 
had come and stood near him and spoken 
to him, and given him a terrible mes- 
sage to deliver, “lay until the morning, 
and ... feared” to tell Eli. Yet he 
was enabled to do it, and from that be- 
ginning Samuel became a habitual lis- 
tener for messages from God, and a 
faithful deliverer of them. Samuel spent 
a sleepless night pleading for Saul later, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Wherefore gird up the loins of 
your mind, be sober, and hope to 
the end for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:13). 




















but the Lord refused the desire of his 
heart. What a burden souls become 
when they do not continue in the way of 
righteousness—and surely the Lord 
knows the ache we feel! 


Passover night spent indoors under 
shelter of the blood — what a night that | 
was! *As midnight approached and the 
feast on the lamb proceeded, how the 
Israelites: would listen! Then the death 
wail from all Egypt rose, and the has- 
tening feet of the neighbors were heard, 
coming to hurry away the Israelites. 
“Here—take anything you like—only 
go!” No wonder that was a night much 
to be remembered! As day broke a’ 
vast host of redeemed slaves were start- 
ing a new life. How many of us have 
passed the crisis of which that is a pic- 
ture? Apparently the next night was 
spent in crossing the Red Sea, often 
subsequently alluded to as a very re- 
markable event. Delivered by blood 
from the guilt of sin, the Israelites were 
delivered by power from its dominion. 
With Pharaoh behind, the sea in front, 
no wonder they cried out — yet forward 
they had to go through the sea without 
its touching them. How like believers 
today who learn that in the death of 
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Christ they are reckoned (by God) to 
have been through death! And as the 
Israelites saw the Egyptians dead the 
next morning, so by faith we see Satan 
made powerless to rule over us. 
“Through” the sea—the Lord never 
leaves His own in trials into which He 
has led them, it is always through, and 
with Him. That night in the depths was 
well worth while. : 

There have indeed been sleepless 
nights that were of more than personal 
importance. 

Think of Ahasuerus who could not 
sleep “on that” night (Esther 6:1). 
What night? The night of Haman’s 
initial success and exultation in his plan 
for the extinction of Abraham’s seed, 
the Jews in the Persian Empire. The 
luxury-loving king, being sleepless, 
needed diversion, and when that was 
provided it started a new train of 
thought. As a result, Mordecai the Jew 





An Important 
Announcement 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
for 


1947 and 1948 


Beginning with the issue of 
December 21, 1946, which will con- 
tain the first Sunday school lesson 
for 1947, THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES will carry helps on ¢wo series 
of lessons. 

Through the year 1947, The In- 
ternational Uniform Lessons issued 
by The International Council of 
Religious Education, will be con- 
tinued much as in the past, but, in 
addition, helps will be provided for 
the Adult, teen-age, Junior, »and 
Primary groups on the new “Evan- 
gelical International Sunday School 
Lessons,” published by The Ameri- 
can Council of Christian Churches. 

Then, in 1948, when the “Uni- 
form Bible Lesson Series,” publish- 
ed by the National Sunday School 
Association, will be ready, both the 
“Evangelical International Sunday 
School Lessons” and the “Uniform 
Bible Lessons” will be treated in 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, and 
the International Uniform Lessons 
will be discontinued. 

Further detailed announcement 
about these changes will be made, 
and printed lesson lists for each of 
the new series of lessons will be 
made available just as soon as the 
completed outlines are in hand. 
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was honored, Haman ultimately hanged, 
and the Jews saved. Thereby was pre- 
served the race from which Messiah was 
to come. 


Or take Darius’ awful night when, by 
one blasphemous and tyrannical decree, 
he had led Daniel to the lions. But God 
intervened. A strange night that must 
have been to Daniel — and to the Angel ! 
But God’s purposes for Daniel were 
made to stand. 


There are, however, sleepless nights 
that are unnecessary. “Casting all your 
care upon him; for he careth for you” 
should enable us to lie down and sleep 
and awake, for the Lord sustains and 
keeps watch. How often in the recent 
terrible nights in many countries, His 
saints have practiced the words: “I will 
both lay me down in peace, and sleep: 
for thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in 
safety” (Psa. 4:8). A lady in England 
said she used to cover her ears and go to 
sleep during the raids, and because her 
confidence in the Lord was so complete, 
a weak sister in the room slept, too. 

What sleepless nights Paul had! 
Think of that spent in a foul inher dun- 
geon with a bleeding back after being 
scourged, and in the exasperating ache 
of being in the stocks (Acts 16:22-24). 

(Continued on page 956) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Is It Wrong To Eat Blood? 


I am writing to ask you to please 
deal with the question of the eating 
of blood. In the Philippines in our 
missionary work we run into the prob- 
lem constantly. Most of the Filipinos 
eat blood —buy it as such in the mar- 
ket ahd cook it, or drink it straight 
from fowl and animals, Many of the 
Christians stop this practice when they 
are saved and taught in the Scrip- 
tures. However, many do hot think 
it is necessary to abandon the prac- 
tice. 

We feel the need of some careful 
study and teaching on the subject, so 
I would greatly appreciate some help 
from you.—A missionary. 

It is clear that the Jews were forbid- 
den to eat blood, as is shown by such 
a passage as Leviticus 17:14: “For it is 
the life of all flesh; the blood of it is 
for the life thereof: therefore I said 
unto the children of Israel, Ye shall eat 
the blood of no manner of flesh: for 
the life of all flesh is the blood thereof: 
whosoever eateth it shall be cut off.” 
It is not so clear that the eating of blood 
is strictly forbidden to all Christians at 
all times in this dispensation. The 
church council in Jerusalem did write 
letters to “the Gentiles in Antioch and 
Syria and Silicia” in which they said: 
“For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, 
and to us, to lay upon you no greater 
burden than these necessary things; that 
ye abstain from meats offered to 
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idols, and from blood, and from things 
strangled, and from fornication: from 
which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall 
do well” (Acts 15:23, 28, 29). James 
refers to this once again in the Book 
of Acts (21:25), but there appears to 
be no repetition or confirmation of the 
commandment concerning blood in the 
Epistles, though fornication and idol 
worship are repeatedly forbidden. 


A number of sound commentators 
agree that the prohibition concerning 
blood was a temporary measure, until 
the Church should be fully established, 
and was then made because of the mis- 
understandings arising between’ Chris- 
tians who had come out of Judaism and 
heathenism. This view is supported by 
John Peter Lange’s Commentary; Bishop 
Ellicott’s Commentary, in which the 
volume on Acts was written by the Rev. 
E. H. Plumptre, professor of Divinity at 
King’s College, London (1879); Jamieson, 
Fausset and Brown’s Commentary; and 
Matthew Henry's Commentary. “As we 
learn from the introductory words of 
the Epistle, the command was not in- 
tended for all the congregations, so, 
too, we learn from these concluding 
words, that it was not to be a perpetual 
validity, but to endure only until the 
attachment to the Mosaic ordinances 
had somewhat abated” (Lange). “It is 
natural to ask, at the close of the great 
encyclical letter, in what relation it 
really stood to the life of the Apostolic 
Church. As a concordat between the 
contending parties it was framed, as 
has been said, with a sagacity that may 
well be looked on as inspired. But ob- 
viously it was not, and from the nature 
of the case could not be, more than that, 
The time had not come for proclaiming 
to the Church of Jerusalem the full 
width of St. Paul’s teaching (Gal. 2:2), 
and accordingly, though something may 
be read between the lines, the decree 
seems to treat the precepts of Noah as 
perpetually binding, places moral and 
positive obligations on the same footing, 
and leaves the ground on which they 
are ‘necessary’ an open question. St. 
Paul, who had accepted it as a satis- 
factory settlement of the matter in de- 
bate, never refers to it, even when he 
is discussing the chief point with which 
the decree dealt (1 Cor. 8-10), and in 
his narrative of what passed on this oc- 
casion (Gal. 2:1-10) there is no mention 
of it.” (Plumptre.) “‘The avoiding of 
fornication is necessary to all Christians 
at all times; the avoiding of things 
strangled, and of blood, and of things 
offered fo idols, is necessary at this time, 
for the keeping up of a good understand- 
ing between you and the Jews, and. the 
preventing of offense’; and as long as it 
continues necessary for that end, and 
no longer, it is enjoined” (Matthew 


Henry). “The whole strain of these pro- 

hibitions, and of verses 20, 21 implies 

that they were designed as concessions 
(Continued on page 958) 
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Vil. The Gospel—lts Riches 


Six things that God gives us in place of our own poverty 


“Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3, 
R.V.). 


“And God is able to make all grace 
abound unto you; that ye, having always 
all sufficiency in everything, may abound 
unto every good work” (2 Cor. 9:8, 
R.V.). 


E Lord Jesus Himself said, “I 
came that they may have lifé¢, and 
may have it abundantly” (John 10: 
10). The abundant life is His plan and 
His provision for every child of God, 
and for all He has made it possible to 
draw upon “the exceeding riches of. his 
grace” (Eph. 2:7) and “the unsearchable 
riches of Christ” (Eph. 3:8). Before 
World War II broke out, and shattered 
the illusions of so many who had shut 
their eyes to what.was going on in other 
parts of the world, the phrase, “the 
abundant life,’ was a popular catch- 
word in this country, signifying the high 
standard of living in America, which 
it was expected would soon be avail- 
able for everyone. The life thus re- 
ferred to, however, was a life in which 
material comforts and mechanical aids 
were the chief features, together with 
intellectual opportunities and access to 
those things that are usually regarded 
as making for happiness and ease. To- 
day, the word that is so often mentioned 
and that is held out as the common de- 
sire of all is “security”—security of 
life, health, and old age, security of the 
home and family, and the like, in the 
midst of the uncertainties of the times 
in which we live. In spite of the large 
variety of policies now offered by the 
different insurance companies, no blan- 
ket policy has been offered that will 
cover all possible emergencies, and that 
will guarantee security against sorrow, 
discontent, and difficulty in this world, 
or will carry a clause that has anything 
to say with regard to security in the 
next ! 

The abundant life, which was the pur- 
pose of the coming of the Lord Jesus 
into the world, was in marked contrast 
to both of these popular conceptions 
that we have mentioned. In contrast 
with the first, He said nothing about a 
high standard of material comforts, but 
He placed the emphasis on the great 
spiritual realities without which no life, 
however surrounded by luxury and 
wealth, can be truly satisfying, but with 
which, life, even in straitened circum- 
stances and under conditions of discom- 
fort and suffering, can still be both joy- 





By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


There is a great difference between 
“the abundant life” as the world 
understands it, and the abundant life 
that the Lord Jesus Christ came to 
give us. Dr. Soltau draws a con- 
trast between the two in this seventh 
article of his series, and then sets 
forth some.of the blessed exchanges 
that come through the Gospel. One 
more article will conclude the series. 








ous and victorious. In contrast also with 
the security that can be secured through 
worldly means and through various 
types of insurance, the security that is 
included as a part of the abundant life 
that the Lord Jesus Christ offers is one 
that covers every phase of our lives. 
It is a guarantee of peace of heart — 
“not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you” (John 14:27). It is a promise of 
joy—‘“the joy of the Lord is your 
strength” (Neh. 8:10), and the joy which 
He gives is “joy unspeakable and full 
of glory” (1 Pet. 1:8). It does not se- 
cure against temptation and difficulties, 
but it does promise victory, for “in all 
these things we are more than con- 
querors through him that loved us,” be- 
cause we are clasped in the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:37- 
39). It is not surprising that the Apos- 
tle Paul writes in the verses that stand 
at the head of this chapter [2 Cor. 9:8] 
that ye have “sufficiency in all things,” 
and praises God for “every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places” [Eph. 
1:3]. 


It is impossible in such a limited space 
to do more than to outline very briefly 
just a few of the great categories into 
which the riches of the Gospel can be 
classified, but we shall attempt to con- 
sider some of them. 


The Gospel gives: 


A. In Place of Sin, Righteousness 

This, as we saw in the opening article, 
is the essence of the Gospel, that the 
holy and sinless One, who knew no sin, 
God “made to be sin on our behalf; 
that we might become the righteous- 
ness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). This 
means that not only is the righteousness 
of Christ imputed to us legally, but it 
is also manifested in‘us actually, before 
a world that knows Him not and has 
utterly failed to understand, both the 
glory of His person and the significance 
of His death and resurrection. 


In the sight of God, sin is the domi- 
nating characteristic of every man who 
For “sin is lawlessness’ 


is out of Christ. 
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(1 John 3:4) and rebellion against the 
holy laws of God, which cover every 
part of man’s life, and the keeping of 
which is completely beyond the attain- 
ment of any man who has not the Holy 
Spirit dwelling within him. Just as sin 
is the dominant characteristic of the 
children of the world, so righteousness 
is the dominant characteristic, in God’s 
sight, of all His redeemed children. At 
the moment of their regeneration the 
righteousness of Christ is imputed to | 
them, and the provision has been made 
through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, 
for each one daily to grow into the like- 
ness of Christ. One thing that we should 
remember in this connection is that the 
only thing in us in which God can take 
delight is our resemblance to His Son 
Christ Jesus. We so often pride our- 
selves on our attainments, our successes, 
our talents, our personality, and the like, 
but God sees nothing in any of them to 
His honor and glory save in so far as 
they and their use reflect the image of 
His only begotten Son. 


B. In Place of Weakness, Power 


We have already considered some- 
thing of the power of the Gospel in 
a previous article, so that it is not nec- 
essary to add very much here to the 
previous description of it. Many people 
find it difficult to realize and to acknowl- 
edge their absolute weakness and help- 
lessness in the face of sin. This diffi- 
culty is partly due to pride in them- 
selves and partly due to never having 
come into any real contact with or 
realization of the absolute holiness of 
God. Our extremities are His oppor- 
tunities and we know that “the eyes 
of the Lord run to and fro throughout 
the whole earth, to shew himself strong 
in the behalf of them whose heart is 
perfect toward him” (2 Chron. 16:9). 


C. In Place of Ignorance, Knowledge 


As we have seen, the Gospel is a 
revelation. It is a revelation from God 
to men, of truths and facts that man 
is utterly incapable of discovering for 
himself. As to the process by which 
these spiritual truths were revealed to 
man, it was carried out by the Holy 
Spirit who used methods that varied 
in accordance with the times and cir- 
cumstances and with the individuals 
concerned, as can be seen by a careful 
reading of the Old and New Testaments. 
The important thing, however, is not 
how He revealed, but what He made 
known to men. 


1. He Revealed God 


Philosophy and science have done 
much to produce evidence for God’s ex- 
istence from the standpoint of logical 
necessity and in view of the marvelous 
accuracy and laws manifested ‘in the 
creation of the universe. Only God Him- 
self, however, can say, “I am,” concern- 
ing His own Self, and this He has done 
to men through the Holy Spirit, in the 
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Gospel and in all Scripture. He alone 
is able to set forth unequivocally His 
absolute holiness, authority, and eternal 
changelessness, which He has done. But 
more than that, in the Gospel He also 
has revealed His love and mercy, so 
profound and so marvelous that it is far 
beyond the comprehension of man in all 
of its fullness. Philosophy and learning 
present God as an intellectual and logi- 
cal conception; the Gospel reveals Him 
as a mighty, living reality. 

2. He Revealed Man 

“Know thyself” has been a favorite 


motto among many peoples, during many | 


centuries; yet apart from the divine rev- 
elation of the Gospel, man cannot know 
himself. The history of the human race 
and conditions through the world today 
prove the truth of this statement. In 
every place where the Gospel is not 
known or not accepted, human life is 
regarded lightly and the value of the 
individual soul is, to all intents and 
purposes, denied. It is the Gospel that 
reveals the value that God places upon 
the souls of men, to the extent that He 
sent His Son to redeem them, and it is 
the Gospel also that reveals the soul’s 
immortality and the final destinies of 
man. 

3. He Revealed God’s Plans and Pur- 

poses for Men 

The Gospel not only reveals the value 
that God puts upon the heart of man, 
but it also gives the reason. Man was 
created in the image of God, that is to 
say, possessing a personality capable of 
knowing God, of loving Him, of choos- 
ing to obey Him and to have fellowship 
with Him. Such privileges constitute 
man’s peculiar heritage. But he has 
never made the proper: use of them, and 
the history of man is a sad history of 
rebellion against God and of disobe- 
dience to His holy laws. The Gospel 
contains God’s revelation of the unique 
steps that He has taken to meet man’s 
desperate need, and the marvelous pro- 
visions He has established whereby man 
can be redeemed from his hopeless state, 
can grow up into the likeness of his 
Lord, and can be fitted for an eternal 
inheritance in the glory of the presence 
of God. This is the knowledge that is 
given in the place of the absolute igno- 
rance concerning all these questions that 
characterizes all men who have not 
received the Gospel. 


D. In Place of Poverty, an Inheritance 


Whenever a man, for the first time, 
begins to measure his life by God’s 
standards, he is forced to a realization 
of his poverty. By God’s standards, in 
spite of two thousand years of so-called 
Christian civilization, the world today, 
apart from Christ, is morally bankrupt; 
and there is every indication that the 
powers of evil are certainly bolder, more 
strongly organized, and more active in 
their opposition than they have been 
for many centuries. In the Sermon on 
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the Mount, the Lord Jesus laid down 
standards of conduct that are infinitely 
removed from the popular standards of 
today. Before His interpretation and 
application of the Ten Commandments, 
not merely as affecting outward acts 
but also the inner thoughts of the heart. 
every one must stand condemned. On 
being asked as to which was the great- 
est commandment, He replied, “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with ali thy mind” (Matt. 22:37). This 
answer is the greatest challenge to the 
so-called moral man, who prides him- 
self on his conduct and character, but 
admits of no necessity or place for God 
in his life. Before this he, too, stands 
condemned as morally bankrupt in God's 
sight, for he knows nothing of the love 
that this commandment requires. Judg- 
ing the case from the spiritual standpoint, 
the verdict is equally dark. “Dead in 
trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1), “having 
no hope, and without God in the world” 
(v. 12), “ever learning, and never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth” 
(2 Tim. 3:7). Such are a few of the 
descriptions of the poverty of those who 
are out of Christ and believe not the 
Gospel. 


In place of this moral and spiritual 
poverty is offered an inheritance, for 
“the Spirit himself beareth witness with 
our spirit, that we are children of God: 
and if children, then heirs; heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 
8:16, 17). As such there is a twofold 
inheritance that is ours by right of our 
position as God’s children. The Apostle 
Peter writes of the “inheritance incor- 
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
who by the power of God are guarded 
through faith unto a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time” (1 Pet. 1: 
4, 5). This tells of the inheritance re- 
served in Heaven for all who are true 
children of God. It is a glorious one, 
which .will be enjoyed throughout all 
eternity. There is, however, a present 
inheritance, to be possessed and en- 
joyed now. God’s promises cover every 
emergency and meet every need that 
can arise in the life of the Christian. He 
has provided the power of the indwell- 
ing Holy Spirit and His guidance also, 
wherewith man can measure up to every 
moral and spiritual standard that He 
has laid down. As Paul writes, “He 
that spared not his own Son, but de- 
livered him up for us all, how shall he 
not also with him freely give us all 
things?” (Rom. 8:32.) That phrase, and 
the love of which it speaks, covers every 
spiritual need. 


E. In Place of Loneliness, Fellowship 

It has often been said that man is 
essentially a lonely animal. There are 
thoughts, fears, hopes, and ambitions in 
each heart that are never made known 
to others. Especially in times of crisis 
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and danger, everyone is aware of his 
“aloneness” and separation from all 
other human beings. The great value 
of friendship and of a really intimate 
friend is that to such all fears and dif- 
ficulties can be confided, and to share 
our burdens with another always means 
a lightening of the load. A true friend 
is one to whom all joys and successes 
can also be related, and that always re- 
sults in an increase in the pleasure and 
satisfaction of the heart. Such friends, 
however, are very rare, and even be- 
tween them there are certain barriers. 
But with Christ Jesus, there are none. 
His gracious invitation in Revelation 3: 
20: “Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock: if any man hear my voice and 
open the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with me,” 
is an invitation to uninterrupted and 
permanent fellowship, to a fellowship 
that nothing, save sin, can ever break, 
and that is the highest possible privilege 
to which man can be admitted — fellow- 
ship with his Creator. “Truly our fel- 
lowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3), and 
the consciousness of the divine presence 
with us is sufficient to illuminate any 
experience, however dark, and to cause 
us to rejoice, even in tribulations and 
distresses. 


F. In Place of Death, Life 

“And the witness is this, that God 
gave unto us eternal life, and this life 
is in his Son. He that hath the Son 
hath the life; he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not the life” (1 John 5:11, 
12). In place of moral and spiritual 
death is given life —life unending, ever 
developing and growing in, the appreci- 
etion and apprehension of the greatness 
and the goodness and mercies of God, 
and life that ever-seeks to enter closer 
into fellowship with God and to express 
itself in grateful service to Him from 
whom it came. The acid test as to 
whether or not I have received it is con- 
tained in the verse above. Do I have 
the Son? Is He the great reality in my 
life? Is He mine, not only as Saviour, 
but as Lord? Is He directing and en- 
abling me in all things to the glorifying 
of His name and the accomplishment of 
His purposes? 

In the great chapter on the Resurrec- 
tion, the Apostle Paul first states the 
historic fact of the resurrection of Christ 
Jesus and the unimpeachable witnesses 
to it; then he goes on to show the glori- 
ous significance to every true child of 
God, as a sample of what remains in 
store for each one who has been born 
again, and as intimating the glory of the 
future life that awaits them. It is no 
wonder that the apostle breaks off into 
a shout of triumph, “O death, where is 
thy victory? O death, where is thy 
sting? .. . but thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:55, 57). 


(To be continued) 
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Man’s Imaginary Family Tree 


Why similarity of structure does not indicate evolutionary relationship 


By ARTHUR |. BROWN, M.D., F.R.C.S. 


This is the seventh in Dr. Brown’s series on evolution. Further articles 
will appear at approximately monthly intervals. 


HE preceding article in this series, 

which appeared in THE SUNDAY 
ScHooL Times of September 28, dealt 
with certain statements in a widely 
read book, the “Story of Mankind.” It 
will be worth while to spend some time 
in an analysis of another very recent 
book, “Meet Your Ancestors,” 1 written 
by Roy Chapman Andrews, the well- 
known explorer and associate of promi- 
nent evolutionary scientists. This book 
also has had a large sale, and is pre- 
sumed to speak the last word on the 
subject. 


Creationists are frequently accused of 
ignorance and misunderstanding, along 
with misrepresentation of the arguments 
for evolution. Certainly, for the most 
part, the charge is unfounded. It is not 
difficult to read the books of the evolu- 
tionists—and we do study them— 
although it must be admitted that some- 
times there is a noticeable haziness of 
expression, especially where there is 
necessity of covering up some obvious 
lack of evidence. 


A Family Tree Without .a Trunk 


Roy Chapman Andrews has a great 
reputation, and writes interestingly, if 
not convincingly. At the beginning of 
the book in question, én the inside front 
cover, there is given the expectant 
reader the famous “Family Tree of Man,” 
this being repeated on the inside back 
cover, indicating that this is considered 
an important feature. In all these “fam- 
ily trees” there is a strange absence of 
trunk from which, of course, the many 
pictured branches must have sprung. 
In fact, to judge by the hesitant admis- 
sions, there has never been discovered 
a satisfactory trunk. While this is freely 
admitted, nevertheless we are asked to 
believe in the scientific accuracy of the 
branches. To build a tree of many 
branches without a proper trunk strikes 
the inquiring reader as surely not the 
scientific method. Here imagination is 
substituted for fact. 


But the pictures are interesting and 
the scheme intrigues us. Let’s take a 
look. At the bottom of the tree we see 
the nearly related ground ape and forest 
ape, and a line leading up to the left 
to the southern ape, gibbon, chimpanzee, 
orangutan, and gorilla, each of these 
perching at the top of separate lines. 





1The quotations in this article from ‘Meet 
Your Ancestors,”” by Roy Chapman Andrews, 
are used with thé permission of the copy- 
right owners and publishers, The Viking 
Press, New York 17. 


Another upward line parallels it, show- 
ing “giants of south China and Java,” 


“Peking woman,” and “some living 
Mongoloids (Homo _ sapiens).” Also, 
somewhat indefinitely connected with 


these latter, are a “Java Erect Ape-Man” 
(Pithecanthropus erectus), a “Solo Man,” 
and other specimens of Homo sapiens, 
in the form of “some living Australian 
aborigines.” Off to the right, issuing 
from the forest and ground apes, again 
rather indefinitely, are several of the 
alleged missing links — “Neanderthal 
Assemblage,” Heidelberg Man,” “Euro- 


pean Neanderthal,” and lastly “Cro- 
Magnon,” which is labeled “Homo. 
sapiens.” 


All this, it must be remembered, is 
absolutely imaginary. Notwithstanding, 
no hint of doubt is evident on the part 
of those who accept this ancestry. But 
let no one be unduly influenced by this 
childish exercise of drawing fictitious 
family trees! 

It is the desire of this writer that these 
articles may be of real assistance to 
many students of the subject, who are 
honestly endeavoring to know the truth 
or falsity of evolutionary claims. In 
order that this may be accomplished, it 
is necessary to know both sides of the 
question. Accordingly, in each of these 
papers, a few basic affirmations of evo- 
lutionary faith will be briefly consid- 
ered. 

Roy Chapman Andrews asserts that 
science claims as our “relatives,” but not 
as “immediate ancestors,” the manlike 
apes, gorilla, chimpanzee, orangutan, 
and gibbon. He tells us that “the ape- 
human stem early became divided into 
two main branches, one developing in 
the direction of man, the other in that 
of the living great apes.” 


Our “Snobbishness” and “Hurt Pride” 

Then he writes about the reason why 
such an ancestry Goes not appeal to so 
many —our snobbishness. Our pride is 
hurt by the thought that “our great ad 
infinitum grandfathers and grandmothers 
searched for grubs under stones, hung 
about like jackals ... and had.. 
cannibalistic habits.” 

He takes a fling at the Genesis record 
in the usual vein: “A specially cre- 
ated Adam and Eve, dallying in a beau- 
tiful garden and eating apples, are the 
kind of ancestors of whom we could 
really be proud.” Bible students getrather 
weary of hearing about the “apples” 
which our first parents are said to have 
enjoyed. Genesis says nothing about 
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apples, and this is another example of 
loose and biased reading, which leads 
to easy misquoting. 

Then he mentions something more 


definite and important. Here it is: 
“There is incontrovertible proof that 
man and the great apes are not very 
distantly related and that they both in- 
herited many characters from a common 
ancestor. Comparative anatomy demon. 
strates that our bodies and those of the 
anthropoids are built upon a similar 
pattern . proportions are different 
... their skeletons, teeth, muscles, and 
viceral anatomy are astoundingly like 
ours. Even their brains. ... The gorilla’s 
brain is almost human.” 

He directs our attention to embryonic 
development, the susceptibility of men 
and animals to the same diseases, and 
the evidence from blood tests. These 
biochemical reactions, he affirms, very 
definitely establish the relationship be- 
tween man and the anthropoids. 


Is This “Incontrovertible Proof”? 


Now, here is something tangible, and 
each point will be considered briefly 
in an effort to evaluate fairly the im- 
portance of the argument. It will not 
be hard to understand, even though 
the subject may be somewhat technical. 
An intelligent jury of ordinary men and 
women has the ability to bring in a 
satisfactory verdict on technical ques- 
tions, when the facts are simply pre- 
sented. That is what I propose to do. 
We want to know whether or not this 
proof (?) is “incontrovertible.” A few 
articles will be devoted to this task. 

The author places comparative anat- 
omy at the head of the list of evolu- 
tionary arguments, and this is usually 
considered as very potent proof. It is 
easy to show that it does not, in any 
way, support the conclusion that is so 
dogmatically stressed. Vehemence is a 
poor substitute for fact. 

If evolution is true, similarity of struc- 
ture ought always to indicate evolution- 
ary relationship or descent, and ought 
to be caused only by direct relationship. 
Indubitably, there is another and more 
logical explanation. What the evolution- 
ist does is this. He examines various 
animals and their parts. He views the 
foreleg of a lizard, the wing of a bird, 
the burrowing shovel of the mole, the 
flipper of a whale, the foreleg of a horse, 
and the human arm and hand. When 
these structures are carefully dissected, 
there are bones, muscles, nerves, and 
blood vessels, with certain modifications 
to serve different uses of running, fly- 
ing, burrowing, swimming, and grasp- 
ing. He believes these modifications 
have been brought about by evolution. 

That is, he first assumes evolution to 
be a fact, then noticing these similari- 
ties, with modifications, between animals 
and men, and being somewhat hypno- 
tized by the glamor of the idea, raptur- 
ously views the various end-products 
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of this strange power, resolutely closing 
his eyes to any other solution. Here 
are the similarities, evolution is true, 
therefore evolution is the prime cause 
of it all. Just as simple as that! 

The whole argument rests on the as- 
sumption that likeness proves relation- 
ship — an assumption that presents many 
difficulties and contradictions, which the 
evolutionist blandly ignores. His the- 
ory must not be doubted. He assumes 
the thing that is to be proved, and then 
forces all the facts to fit the theory. 

Let us drop into the American Mu- 
seum of Natural History, and take a 
look at the various horses in the exhibit 
that pictures the evolution of the horse. 
Then put alongside these the thylacine, 
or Tasmanian wolf, a real wolf, and a 
dog. To the observer at a distance they 
could scarcely be distinguished in ap- 
pearance, but unfortunately for the 
argument, the thylacine is a marsupial 
animal, and the others are placental 
mammals. Evolutionists tell us they are 
as far apart as the poles. Well, here 
then is a case where resemblance in 
no way proves genetic relationship. 

Take the case of the lobster and the 
African scorpion, both characterized by 
a large pinching claw or chela. These 
chela are practically identical in struc- 
ture, but, according to evolutionary 
authorities, are utterly unrelated, since 
the two claws arise from quite differ- 
ent appendages. Instances like these 
could be multiplied indefinitely, where 
resemblance does not mean relationship. 
If it does not prove relationship in one 
case, why in another? 

There is no way of proving relation- 
ship between the ancestors, since they 
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are all dead, and the one reason for 
connecting them is resemblance. Then, 
if similarity in form or structure does 
not always prove relationship, what evi- 
dence is there to cause us to think that 
it ever does? 

There is an alternative explanation of 
these similarities that is scornfully 
tossed aside and rejected. It is simple, 
logical, convincing, and agrees with all 
the facts. It is that, in all this resem- 
blance, we see one basic plan of archi- 
tecture by an omnipotent, omniscient 
Creator. To serve the same purpose 
He provides similar parts and organs, 
modified according to the varied needs 
and environment of the organism. A 
horse has four limbs, and approximately 
the same number of bones and muscles 
as man. He has a lung system, along 
with circulatory and digestive systems. 
So has man. And why not? Surely it is 
not necessary, to say that the horse is 
the ancestor of the man! 

The horse was given the power of 
standing and moving —therefore bones 
and muscles; it breathes the same air 
as man—therefore a lung system; its 
millions of living cells must be fed — 
therefore circulatory and digestive sys- 
tems. The modifications reveal the 
super mind of the Creator, who was 
able to bring about all changes needed 
by the different life-forms to enable 
them to carry on without undue diffi- 
culty. 

We shall continue this investigation 
in the next article and shall see every- 
where we look that we have a very 
wonderful Saviour and Lord—the 
Creator of all things. 

Victoria, B. C. 


No Time for Teachers’ Meeting ? 


How one departmental superintendent solved the problem by using her typewriter 


EACHERS’ meetings are fine if they 

can be had, but sometimes the Be- 
ginners Department superintendent dis- 
likes to ask the teachers to stay after 
the Sunday school session, or to meet 
during the week, for these are busy 
days. The first Sunday after promotion 
exercises I wanted to talk to my teachers 
about a good many things. Time wasn’t 
available. So I sat down at my type- 
writer and ran off six copies of a note 
to them. It was hurriedly written and 
loosely constructed, but perhaps some 
other department superintendents may 
glean a suggestion or two, so I am going 
to quote it below: 

“IT have put on each of the horseshoe 
tables a large clasp envelope. Each 
Sunday will you kindly put your group’s 
attendance cards in it, and, before leav- 
ing, put the envelope in the supplies 
cupboard. Please write each child’s 
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name on his ecard, and then each Sunday 
let each child “lick” his colored seal and 
paste it in the square for that Sunday’s 
attendance. Kindly explain to your 
pupils that, if a child is absent one 
Sunday, a blank will be left without a 
seal. This will help stimulate attend- 
ance. 

In this connection, I’ll be very glad if 
each teacher will try hard to be regular 
in attendance herself, for that, too, will 
promote regularity in attendance among 
the pupils. I realize that sometimes 
you have unexpected company in your 
homes, making it difficult to attend Sun- 
day school, but, this year, won’t you 
try to prevail upon your guests to come 
with you to church school. 

“When there is time left over at the 
tables, after the handwork is done, I 
believe that is a very good time to have 
the children recall Bible verses a&d to 
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let them talk about daily experiences | 


in line with the Bible lesson studied. 
If there is still time left over before 
the triangle is tolled, it may be well 
just to visit with the children and get 
better acquainted. A child sometimes 
will be helped to know Christ just by 
being near a spiritual teacher, and the 
teacher’s influence is likely to last longer 
than we can estimate. 


“Usually we shall plan to reassemble, 
after the expressional work at the tables, 
to sing our closing song and forourprayer, 
but I’m not sure that we shall have time 
today, for we must be sure to enter 
every child's name, as mentioned above, 
on the cards, the child’s full hame. On 
the Sundays when we do reassemble 
afterward, will each teacher kindly hold 
her children until the bell sounds before 
having them return to the main room. 
And I shall appreciate it so much if you 
will urge upon the children the im- 
portance of coming back quietly and 
sitting down directly instead of loitering 
around. 


“By the way, I shall be glad if each 
teacher will ask one of her pupils to 
be responsible for picking up the scraps, 
if there are left-overs after each child 
has supposedly disposed of his own, at 
the various tables. Sometimes it has 
been ‘quite a task after Sunday sehool 
for one person to clear up after the 
children have gone. Thank you. 


“Fortunately a very large class is be- 
ing promoted to our group from the 
Cradle Roll, and we are glad; but it is 
a big responsibility, too. We want to 
make our work so worth while and so 
interesting that each of the new chil- 
dren will continue to come each Sun- 
day. I am sure you will all pray that 
the wurk may prosper. And we shall 
pray that we may teach the children 
not only about God and His Son, Christ, 
but that we may help each child to 
know Him personally. We do want the 
children’s lives to be ‘Christ-cen- 
tered.’ 


“Well, I didn’t intend this note to be 
so long, but it seems that there were 
auite a number of things to talk about. 
I want to say, too, how deeply I appre- 
ciate your loyal and efficient help in the 
work. Each one of you has splendid 
ideas, so won’t you always feel free to 
give suggestions as to the conduct of 
the Sunday school? Many of you have 
already given valuable aid along this 
line. Sincerely and cordially yours —” 

PORTLAND, OREG. 


¥. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in ali departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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LESSON 5. NOV. 3. PAUL CHAMPIONS FREEDOM AND BROTHERHOOD 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2; 5; printed text, Acts 15:23b-29; Galatians 5:13-18 
Golden Text.—We believe thet through the grace of the Lerd Jesus Christ we shall be seved.—Acts 15:11 


King JAMES VERSION 

Acts 15:23b The apostles and elders and brethren send greeting 
unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria 
and Cilicia: 

24 Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out 
from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, 
saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom 
we gave no such commandment: 

25 It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord. 
to send chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and 
Paul, 

26 Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

27 We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall also tell 


and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if 
ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well. 


Gal. 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; 
only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love 
serve one another. 

14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou ~ 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

15 But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye 
be not consumed one of another. 

16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil 
the lust of the flesh. 

17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that 
ye cannot do the things that ye would. 


you the same things by mouth. 


28 For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay 
upon you no greater burden than these necessary things; 
29 That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


T IS well to be clear as to the issue 
I at stake when Paul and Barnabas 

went up to counsel with the breth- 
ren at Jerusalem. It was not simply a 
question of championing freedom and 
brotherhood. It was, as Paul himself 
says, “that the truth of the gospel might 
continue with” the believers from among 
the Gentiles as well as from among the 
Jews. It was the denial of the great 
truth of justification by faith alone, 
about which he was so concerned. He 
could not tolerate any adding of legal 
works to the finished work of the Cross. 
Completely delivered himself from all 
thought of personal merit or Law-works 
as a procuring cause of salvation or a 
means of sanctification, he stood firmly 
against the efforts of certain Judaizing 
propagandists, who sought to bring the 
believers from among the Gentiles into 
the bondage from which he himself had 
been set free through faith in the One 
who had become the end of the Law for 
righteousness to all who believe in His 
name. 

The Letter to the Galatians is the most 
vehement of all his Epistles, written out 
of the fervency of his heart as he real- 
ized that many whom he had led to 
Christ were being ensnared in this sys- 
tem, which, while it professed to be the 
srength of holiness, was actually “the 
strength of sin” (1 Cor, 15:56). In this 
Letter he shows that believers are jus- 
tified by faith alone, apart from the 
works of the Law, and that to go back 
to Law after one has been brought to 
know Christ is to fall from grace (Gal. 
5:3, 4). It is to drop down from the 
high standard of salvation by grace 
alone to the confused conception of 
preservation and final security by the 


18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
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works of the Law. This Paul could not 
tolerate, and we may well thank God 
today for his strong stand against it. 


The Historical Setting 


As the work of God continued to ex- 
pand among the Gentiles, certain Jewish 
Christian emissaries became greatly con- 
cerned, and, professing to be sent from 
James, moved about in the footsteps of 
Paul and Barnabas, endeavoring to turn 
these young believers away from the 
simplicity of the Gospel to a confused 
and confusing mixture of Law and grace. 
To combat this, Paul and Barnabas went 
up from the Syrian Antioch to Jeru- 
salem to consult with the apostles there. 
Sustained in their stand for salvation by 
grace alone, they returned to their work 
with glad hearts. Later the Letter to 
the Galatians was written to defend 
their position and vindicate the truth of 
the Gospel. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 15:23b.—“The apostles and elders 
and brethren send greeting unto the 
brethren which are of the Gentiles.” 
This was the beginning of an official 
proclamation from the church in Jeru- 
salem to the Gentile believers “in Anti- 
och and Syria and Cilicia,” giving the 
findings of the first church council re- 
garding Law and grace. 


Verse 24.—“Certain [men] which went 
out from us have troubled you ... to 
whom we gave no such commandment.” 
Those in authority in Jerusalem dis- 
avowed any connection with the legal- 
istic and Judaizing program of’ these 
self-appointed Law-preachers, who had 
so perplexed the Christians who had 
come to the Lord out of heathenism. 

Verse 25.—“Being assembled with one 
occord.” In spite of some slight doc- 
trinal divergencies, there was a marked 
spirit of brotherliness and true Christian 
unity at this meeting in Jerusalem. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


Verse 26.—“Men that have hazarded 
their lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” In this way the Jewish 
Christians expressed their esteem for the 
two great leaders in the work among 
the Gentiles, who were to carry these’ 
decrees back to Antioch and other places. 


Verse 27.—‘Judas and Silas, who shall 
also tell you the same things by mouth.” 
These were recognized teachers in Judea, 
who were chosen to accompany the 
others to Antioch in order to confirm 
their testimony and bear witness to 
the attitude of the leaders in the older 
churches of Palestine. 


Verse 28.—“It seemed good to the Holy 
Ghost, and to us.” Assured that their 
decisions were the mind of the Spirit 
and that they had been divinely guided 
in their deliberations, they counseled 
their Gentile brethren as to matters of 
conduct, which, if not heeded, would 
give needless offense. 


Verse 29.—“That ye abstain from meats 
offered to idols, and from blood, and 
from things strangled, and from fornica- 
tion.” The first three were offenses 
against Jewish prejudices; the last was 
a positive offense against morals. The 
Christian should be careful to behave 
so as to give no one unnecessary of- 
fense, and to preserve his body in purity 
as unto the Lord. 


Gal. 5:13.—“Brethren, ye have been 
called unto liberty; only use not liberty 
for an occasion to the flesh.” True 
Christian liberty is the effect of grace 
working in the soul and is not to be 
confounded with fleshly license. It is 
liberty from the power of indwelling 
sin, and freedom from the principles of 
this present evil world. This is the 
very opposite to unrestrained self-will, 
which some think of as liberty, when it 
is only slavery to sin and Satan. 


Verse 14.—“All the law is fulfilled in 
. . . Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
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thyself.” He who is justified by faith 
is not under Law, but that does not 
mean he is to become lawless. All that 
the Law demands is fulfilled in one 
word — “love.” He who loves his neigh- 
bor will not endeavor to wrong him in 
any way. 

Verse 15.—“If ye bite and devour one 
another.” It is a warning against an 
un-Christlike attitude toward fellow be- 
lievers, which leads to rending one an- 
other’s reputations and maliciously be- 
having toward those of like precious 
faith. If such conduct prevails there 
will be destruction of true fellowship. 

Verse 16—“Walk in the Spirit” by 
obeying the Word of God, “and ye shall 
not fulfil the lust of the flesh”; for fleshly 
desires will be curbed when the Holy 
Spirit has His ungrieved way in our 
hearts and lives. 

Verse 17—‘“The flesh lusteth against 
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh.” There are two natures in every 
believer — flesh and Spirit. These are 
ever in conflict: When the flesh is per- 
mitted to triumph, failure comes in. 
Where the Spirit is in control all is well. 

Verse 18.—‘“If ye be led of the Spirit, 
ye are not under the law.” The Spirit 
Himself, rather than any legal code, is 
the controlling power over the subject 
child of God. 


The Heart of the Lesson . 

To add anything to the Gospel of grace 
as a procuring cause of salvation is to 
nullify the truth of the Gospel alto- 
gether. Neither should we attempt to 
add anything of the flesh to the work 
of the Spirit in order to promote our 
practical sanctification and enjoyment of 
Christian liberty. It was this that was 
at issue when Paul went up to Jerusa- 
lem. It is a grave issue still in many 
churches of Christendom. 


Lesson Outline 

CHRISTIAN LIBERTY 
. Legality disowned (Acts 15:23, 24) 
. Fellowship maintained (vs. 25, 26) 
. Unanimity in testimony (vs. 27, 28) 
. Morality enjoined (v. 29) 
. Liberty not license (Gal. 5:13) 
. Love fulfills the Law (v. 14) 
. Contention to be avoided (v. 15). 
. Victory by the Spirit (vs. 16-18) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


No Difference. Naturally we are all 
selfish and concerned about our own 
fancied importance and our personal 
recognition by others. Even in things 
religious we like to feel that we are the 
favorites of Providence and that others 
are of less importance in the divine 
economy than we and our group. It is 
the grace of God that delivers from all 
of this and makes us to know “no man 
after the flesh” (2 Cor. 5:16), but to see 
in all, sinners like ourselves, for whom 
Christ died, and who have the same title 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
4. October 27.—Paul’s Widening Field 
of Service. Acts 13:1-14, 44-49; 14; 
26:19, 20; 1 Timothy 2:5-7 


Next Week’s Lesson 


6. November 10.—Paul Founds the 
Church at Philippi. Acts 16:11-40; 
Philippians 1:3-6; 2:1-11; 4:8-23 








as we to the knowledge of His redemp- 
tion. It is this conflict between man’s 
limitations and God’s boundless grace 
that we see as we study the early days 
of Christian missions. And even after 
nineteen centuries of Gospel preaching. 
we have need still to be reminded that 
all are on the same level before God as 
helpless sinners, and for all the same 
salvation has been provided. 


Summaries and Applications 


When God forgives a sinner He not 
only pardons all the past, but He gives 
him a new standing in grace as one 
completely justified. 

Justification is not a state or condi- 
tion of soul. It is the sentence of the 
judge in favor of the prisoner. 

Religious bigotry is always hurtful 
and detestable. Do we look upon all 
men with love and a desire to share 
our blessings with them, or are we so 
occupied with our own views that we 
ignore others? 

Of old the Jews were prejudiced 
against other nations. Today many 
nations are prejudiced against the Jews. 
But the Christian is called to honor all 
men, and to seek to help all. 

Because we who believe are mem- 
bers of one body, we “should have the 
same care one for another” (1 Cor. 12: 
25). Am I as much concerned about 
my brother’s reputation as I am about 
my own? 

To become a member of the church 
is but the beginning. It puts one in a 
place of responsibility to seek the edi- 
fication of the whole body and to wit- 
ness for Christ. 

Many imagine that joining a church will 
help save their souls. No one belongs 
in the church until he has been saved 
already. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 


HAT name was given to the Jewish 
Christians who insisted on the circum- 
cision of Gentile believers? 
+2. Why did the Judaizers insist on Gentile 
Christians submitting to the forms of the 
Law? 


3. Is there any system today that makes 
a similar claim for itself? 


4. On what basis would the teaching of 
Judaizers place the obtaining of salvation? 


5. Is there a modern counterpart to the 
Judaizing party within the ancient church? 


6. What principle did Peter oppose to the 
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demands of the Judaizers, as covering both 
Jews and Gentiles? 


7. Why was abstinence “from things stran- 
gled, and from blood’”’ included in the “nec- 
essary things’ demanded of the Gentile 
Christians? 


8. What do these “necessary things” teach 
us about “the liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made us free”? 


9. What provision is made in the Chris- 
tian economy against freedom from the Law 
becoming unbridled license? 

10. Which Epistle of Paul was written 
especially to combat the Judaizing error? 


(Answers on page 953) 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


Learning To Work Together 
(Acts 15:2-4) 


HE children would not understand 

what the argument was about, if you 
read the whole fifteenth chapter of Acts 
to them, so do not do it. Tell them the 
story. 

While Paul and Barnabas were at 
Antioch, some Christian Jews came down 
from Jerusalem (mark these cities on 
the map), and began to argue with therfi, 
telling them that all the people who 
were believing on the Lord Jesus Christ 
in Antioch must keep the Law that 
Moses gave, or they could not be saved. 

Paul and Barnabas preached that one 
must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
to be saved, and they did not believe 
the person must become a Jew to be 
saved. But these other persons, though 
they believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
still wanted to hang on to the Law of 
Moses and their Jewish commands and 
customs. 

They disagreed so strongly that it was 
really a quarrel in the church, and so 
they all decided to go to Jerusalem 
where Peter and James and other apos- 
tles were, and see what they thought 
about the question. 

When they got there, everybody talked 
for his own side. The Pharisees were 
sure all believers must keep the Law 
of Moses, but Peter told them people 
who were not Jews and had never. kept 
the Law, had believed, and the Holy 
Spirit had come into their hearts after 
they believed. 

Then James, who seems to have been 
the leader of the meeting, decided that 
the Gentile believers did not have to 
keep the Law, but must stop worship- 
ing idols, and doing any of the terrible 
things they had done in the temples of 
the idols. 

And everybody stopped quarreling and 
agreed with James, and Paul, and Bar- 
nabas, and some of the other preachers 
went back to Antioch to tell the be- 
lievers the good news that what might 
have been a terrible division in the 
church, was settled. 

How did they do it? 


First, of course, 
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Lesson for November 3 


they talked and disputed, and each man 
was sure his ideas were right. They 
do that in all church quarrels, or any 
other quarrels, don’t they? Even little 
children do the same. Listen the next 
time you hear a squabble on the play- 
ground. Every boy is yelling as loud 
as he can, proving he is right. But that 
never settles any quarrel. 

The next thing that happened, they 
stopped talking and began to listen to 
one who knew much more about the 
subject than they did. He had been the 
preacher when three thousand men be- 
lieved on the Lord, and again when five 
thousand men had believed. So they 
listened to Peter. 

That was a step ahead. When quarrel- 
ing people will stop and listen to some- 
body who is outside of the disagreement, 
and who knows more than they do, the 
quarrel begins to mend. Remember that, 
children, when Daddy or Mother begin 
to talk to you, for they have lived much 
longer than you have, and know many 
things you have not yet learned. 

The last step in settling this differ- 
ence was that all the crowd listened to 
Paul and Barnabas tell how God had 
worked miracles and wonders among 
the Gentiles when they had preached 
Christ. 

All were ready to agree with James 
when he said the quarrel was over. 
Something had happened that may not 
show on the surface of the story. Many 
of them had been asking God to show 
them what was right to do, and the 
Holy Spirit moved them to agree. He 
does not lead one to think one way, and 
the other to want the opposite. No, 
indeed, the Holy Spirit always leads be- 
lievers in harmony. When, Christians 
quarrel, at least one of them is fighting 
to have his own way, not God’s will. 

Children, stop and think about it the 
next time a quarrel starts. Are you 
fighting for something because it is right, 
or because you want to have your own 
way? The secret of living with other 
people is learning to give up our own 
way, and disagreeing with others only 
when it is a matter of right against 
wrong. “In honour preferring one an- 
other.” 


Fetton, CALIF. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
How a Difference Was Settled 

(Acts 15:1, 2, 22-31) 
AYBE you know somebody who is 
a troublemaker. A group of boys 
or girls is playing happily together; but 
just about as soon as this certain per- 
son joins the group, trouble starts; there 
is a quarrel, maybe even a fight, and 
everybody is unhappy. Even in churches 
there are sometimes troublemakers. 
Paul found some. Before I explain 
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about these trouble makers, will you 
answer two questions? 1. Why did Paul 
and Barnabas leave Antioch? 
they preach only to their own people, 
the Jews? How did Payl know whe 
should do this? Because God had told 
him several times he was to do just that 
(Acts 9:15; 22:21), and furthermore he 
had read in his Bible about the Gentiles 
becoming Christians (Acts 13:47; Isa. 
49:6). But down from Jerusalem to 
Antioch came certain Jews, and trouble 
started ! 

“You aren't saved,” said these men 
to the Gentiles, “unless you become Jews 
and keep all our laws.” “You are saved,” 
said Paul and Barnabas, “when you be- 
lieve in Christ.” Well, who was right? 
The argument was taken to Jerusalem, 
and the apostles and church there, 
guided by God's Spirit and His Word, 
decided Gentiles could become Chris- 
tians. They wrote a letter saying so, 
and sent Silas and another man back 
with Paul and Barnabas. 

But some of the _ troublemakers 
wouldn’t accept the decision, and for 
years went from church to church mak- 
ing trouble for Paul. The Epistle to 
the Galatians, which we located last 
week, was written especially about this 
trouble. Can you find it? Speaking 


2. Did’ 
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about Epistles, does anyone know the 
next one after Ephesians? Philippians. 
How many can find it in half a minute? 
(Time the class.) We shall learn next 
Sunday how the church in Philippi got , 
started. Here are some verses about 
getting along together (Phil. 2:14; 4:2, 
8). Now comes Colossians, written to 
a church in Asia Minor. Can you name 
some other Epistles written to churches 
in Asia Minor? Paul says God sent him 
to tell them a secret. Can you find what 
the secret — mystery, he calls it—#is, in 
Colossians 1:26, 27? How Paul found 
out this secret that had been hidden 
from the Jews so many hundreds of 
years is told in Ephesians 3:1-6. Now 
find these. (Rom. 10:12, 13; Eph. 2:18, 193 
Gal. 3:26, 28.) Have you read them be- 
fore? (They were given last week.) 
What do they mean? 

An American Air Force officer on 
Guam was watching the children gather 
on Sunday morning to the little chapel 
built out of parts of airplanes, battle- 
ships, and army tents. Some wore Navy 
red and white signal flags, or GI trousers 
cut off at the knees. Others did not 
cut them off, but wore their feet right 
through the knees while the rest dragged 
behind them. One proudly wore an 
American helmet. These children would 





The purpose of God in this dispensation is to take 
out of the nations a people for His Name 
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have been just Juniors in some Sunday 
school class in America, but they could 
remember when the Japanese came and 
killed many of their fathers and mothers 
and little playmates. Some of them had 
scars. What were they talking about 
so excitedly? The pennies and nickels 
and dimes they were carrying. And one 
had a whole silver dollar! They had 
earned it all themselves, bringing coco- 
nuts and bananas to the tents of the 
American soldiers and sailors. The sing- 
ing began. How familiar the tune! And 
you knew they were singing: 

Red and yellow, black and white, 

They are precious in His sight, 

Jesus loves the little children of the 

world — 

though you couldn’t understand a word. 
Then down upon the rough metal table 
went their offerings for children across 
the sea. For whom? For Japan! And 
the boy who had seen both his father 
and mother killed by the enemy soldiers 
from Japan gave his whole dollar! 
(Adapted from Watchman-Examiner, 
which reprinted from Arkansas Baptist.) 
“Ye are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 
3:28, Memory Verse). 

1. Are you a “whosoever” in Romans 
10:13? 2. Have you told someone, as in 
Mark 16:15? 3. Can you help make us 
“all one in Christ Jesus” by giving some- 
thing to foreign work? You can if you 
have money for candy. Will you bring 
some this very next Sunday and put it 
down on our table as the boy on Guam 
did his silver dollar? 

OroNO, MAINE. 


bd 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M., Olson 


“But we believe that through the grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be 
saved, even as they” (Acts 15:11).— 
Each verse of the Bible containing the 
word “grace” holds a special interest 
for me. My understanding and appre- 
ciation of the word has been progres- 
sive. The first time I ever paid any 
attention to the word was when I was 
a boy in David Cant’s Sunday school 
class in Chicago. 

One of the lessons contained the word 
“grace.” Mr. Cant asked the class what 
the word meant. Not one of us knew. 
Mr. Cant gave us a week to discover 
what it meant and promised a reward 
to the boy who would secure the best 
definition of the word. Most members 
of the class simply consulted an abridged 
dictionary and found that it meant 
“favor,” “gift,” and “a girl’s name.” 

But my brother while playing with a 
neighbor boy during that week recalled 
that he was to find out what “grace” 
meant. Stopping the game they were 
playing, he asked, “George, is your 
mother at home?” George said, “Yes.” 
So in they went to Mrs. Johnson and 
asked her the meaning of the word. 
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She answered, “Grace means some- 
thing for nothing.” That was the defini- 
tion that captured the prize for my 
brother. The prize was a_ beautiful 
velour wall motto, “Justified freely by 
his grace through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:24). Brother 
and I shared the same bedroom, hence 
I saw that text daily and always recalled 
that grace meant “something for noth- 
ing.” 

Some years later I was visiting in 
Britain, and while in Wales I heard a 
Welshman praising God for His grace — 
and he stopped to define it as “every- 
thing for nothing”! I said to myself, 
“That is superior to ‘something for 
nothing.’” I began reading that mean- 
ing into the word whenever I found it 
in the Holy Scriptures and was greatly 
helped. 

Later, while perusing a book by Dr. 
Ironside, I found this, “Grace is the 
pure, undeserved, unmerited favor of 
God toward one who deserves nothing 
but His judgment.” 

Then I listened to a preacher whose 
subject was the “Grace of God,” and 
among other things, he said, “It takes 
more than a dozen of our English words 
to tell us what ‘grace’ means.” And I 
am finding that to be the case. 

Our text tells us we are saved by 
grace; while Romans 5:2 assures us that 
we stand in grace; and 2 Peter 3:18 ex- 


. horts us to grow in grace, and 1 Peter 


1:13 says, “Hope to the end for the grace 
that is to be brought unto you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

So, for the Christian, it is grace to 
begin with, grace to go on with, and 
grace to conclude with! 


“We have heard, that certain which 
went out from us have troubled you 
with words, subverting your souls, say- 
ing, Ye must be circumcised, and keep 
the law” (Acts 15:24).—I heard early 
in my Christian life that the test of 
all ministry is the edification of the 
saints—and it has stood me in good 
stead ever since. 

After hearing a speaker, I watch 
the effect of his message on believers. 
If it edifies them, I know it was of the 
Lord; but if it troubles them, I’ know, 
as in the case under consideration, it 
was not of the Lord. 

It was possible for teachers to come 
from the presence of the apostles, yet 
utter words which troubled the saints. 
The test for them was not whether they 
came from Jerusalem, from the pres- 
ence of the original apostles, but whether 
they spake according. to the Gospel of 
the grace of God. Legalism troubles, 
but grace establishes. 

These teachers were without authority 
from the apostles to say what they did. 
And no one has authority from the Lord 
or the apostles to say that which trou- 
bles believers, to the subverting of their 
souls. 

“Preach the word; be instant in sea- 
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son, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all longsuffering and doc- 
trine,” yes—but do not trouble the 
saints ! 


“For the flesh lusteth against the 
Spirit, ana the Spirit against the flesh: 
and these are contrary the one to the 
other: so that ye cannot do the things 
that ye would” (Gal. 5:17).—The Re- 
vised Standard Version renders this 
verse thus: “For the desires of the 
flesh are against the Spirit, and the 
desires of the Spirit are against the 
flesh; for these are opposed to each 
other, to prevent you from doing what 
you would.” 

Although the believer is not in the 
flesh, the flesh is in him and it is pos- 
sible for him to show temper, pride, 
and vanity. 

If this “flesh,” or old nature, is al- 
lowed to have its own way, it will al- 
ways serve the “law of sin and death”; 
whereas the believer’s new nature al- 
ways seeks to do the will of God. 

The only power the believer possesses 
against doing what the flesh desires is 
the Holy Spirit. “This I say then,” says 
the inspired apostle, “Walk in the Spirit, 
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the 
flesh.” 

Here is how it was illustrated to me 
in my early Christian life—a believer 
has the old nature in him, which can 
be likened to the swine nature which 
loves the quagmire; but he also has 
the new nature within him, which can 
be likened to the sheep nature which 
loves the pastures of tender grass and 
the waters of quietness. And it all de- 
pends on which of the natures he feeds 
and encourages, as to just where you 
will find him! 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By a Superintendent 


From the Platform—Our Heavenly 
Father, we thank Thee that we have 
been called unto liberty, the liberty 
which comes to all those who are in 
Christ Jesus. It is good to read of the 
early church council and to see how 
Thou, by Thy Spirit, didst guide the 
leaders in that day. Wehank Thee 
that Thou hast not laid upon us the 
burden of heavy, and unreasonable laws, 
which would be impossible for us to 
keep, and we thank Thee that in Christ 
Jesus Thou hast given us the power to 
do all that we ought to do. We desire to 
do as Thine Apostle Paul has told us 
to do, “Walk in the Spirit,” and then 
we know that we shall not give way 
to the evils to which our flesh tempts 
us. Help us to have the joy that comes 
from this daily and hourly walk in 
the Spirit. And, so that we may not 
“bite and devour one another,” we would 
each one pray with the Psalmist, “Set 
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a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep 
the door of my lips.” We ask this in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—One of Satan’s mas- 
terpieces is to make people believe that 
the Christian life is gloomy and hard, 
and so he keeps them from coming to 
Christ and yielding themselves fully to 
Him. But how merciful and gracious 
God is! Note the phrase in the early 
part of our lesson, “to lay upon you no 
greater burden, .. .” Does this remind 
you of Christ’s wonderful invitation 
when He said, “My yoke is easy, and 
ny burden is light’? It is light, be- 
cause when we trust Him, He always 
bears the heavy end of it. In the words 
of Paul, which are part of our lesson 
today, we have one of the great central 





NOT J] ICENSE TO SIN 
BUT LIBERTY IN CHRIST 











truths of the Christian life: “Walk in 
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the 
lust of the flesh.” There is the secret 
of power. We are told that “where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” 
(2 Cor. 3:17), and this is true for an 
individual or a group. Some people say 
that if a man is saved once for all, he 
will just go on and do as he pleases. 
But this is hardly ever true in Chris- 
tian experience, and Paul guards us 
against it frequently. In our lesson he 
writes, “Only use not liberty for an oc- 
casion to the flesh.” Nearly two hun- 
dred years ago William Cowper wrote 
a beautiful poem called, “Abuse of the 
Gospel.” In it are these lines: 
Too many. Lord, abuse Thy grace, 
In this licentious day; 
And while they boast they see Thy face, 
They turn their own away. 


The liberty our hearts implore 
Is not to live in sin; 

But still to wait at Wisdom’s door, 
Till Mercy calls us in. 

One very prevalent sin that breaks 
our communion with God and fellow- 
ship with one another is harsh and bit- 
ter criticism. This is the very thing Paul 
speaks out against as he tells us we 
“have been called unto liberty.” We 
can overcome.even this by walking con- 
tinually in th® Spirit. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I think this lesson, more 

than anything else, is for those who 
are really trying to do a service for 
Christ. Of course, if you are not a dis- 
ciple of Christ you are not interested; 
and in that case may the Spirit help 
you to see that only as a disciple will 
you ever know the real and permanent 
satisfactions of life. But there are many 
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thousands of young people today who 
are wisely choosing this path of 
service. 

The Youth for Christ movement whith 
is now attracting so much attention 
over the nation, drawing large crowds 
in the metropolitan centers, is chal- 
lenging a great number of the young 
people to a decision. This in addition 
to the quiet but steady stream of boys 
and girls enlisting through the Sunday 
school into their church’s work makes 
a great army of raw recruits heading 
into the service of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is a new generation of “on- 
ward, Christian soldiers, marching as to 
war,” and enthusiasm runs high. Yet, 
as we read church history, we find that 
every great movement for Christ has 
very early met with serious obstacles 
and discouragements, which only the 
stout-hearted with unsurrendering faith 
were able to survive. It has been so, 
without exception, all down through 
the centuries. 

Paul and Barnabas, in the early years 
of New Testament Christianity, met with 
the most vicious opposition and perse- 
cution. It was even murderous; but they 
carried on with unswerving faith, and 
came through gloriously triumphant. 
Strange to say, the most powerful de- 
vices of frustration developed inside the 
new church itself. Differences of opinion 
concerning the admission of the Gen- 
tiles — really honest differences — 
threatened to disrupt the whole move- 
ment right in its beginning. And just 
here is where today’s lesson is so fine, 
for it shows that when the Lord’s serv- 
ants are seeking only the will of God, 
there is always a solution; always “a 
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way out.” When God's servants are 
willing to examine their own motives 
frankly and honestly and set aside every 
selfish prejudice, and forego the pride 
of opinion, there is a common middle 
ground upon which all can agree, and 
happily proceed. This also without the 
surrender or compromise of any vital 
principle. God wants us to have con- 
victions and to stand by them, but not 
selfish conceptions. 

Y am pointing this fact out to you 
enthusiastic young Christians, full of 
plans and “ready to go,” because ob- 
stacles and discouragements will surely 
come. Satan will see to that. He is 
a wise old enemy, having had the expe- 
rience of dealing with many generations 
before you. You are novices; he is a 
veteran of many wars. He has found 
that opposition from the outside is a 
challenge and only stimulates the de- 
termination of young Christians to fight; 
so, instead of organizing outside inter- 
ference, he starts jealousies and misun- 
derstandings and differences (in non- 
essentials) inside the Christian camp, 
knowing that “a house divided against 
itself” cannot stand. 

I can offer you a simple rule, if you 
will take it, that will insure you against 
failure. Submit every opinion to the 
Holy Spirit and ask His approval or 
correction before allowing that opinion 
to become a conviction. And when you 
ask for this, be willing to give up your 
pet theory if He shows you it is a mis- 
take. Be willing to confess your mis- 
take if you have already aired it. Be 
willing to let your pride be cut. Sub- 
ordinate everything to the advancement 
of His great cause. You will find the 
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going smoother, and, better still you will 
find the Lord’s work prospering in your 
hands. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ar and explaining the conditions upon which 
ustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” eference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

What Is in Your Hand?—We believe 
that through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ we shall be saved (Acts 15:11, 
Golden Text). There are only two re- 
ligions in the world! This, of course, 
sounds strange when we think of the 
multitude of minor cults that flourish 
in this country, to say nothing of such 
great groups as the Mohammedans, the 
Jews, the Buddhists, the Shintoists, and 
the followers of Confucius. Yet in spite 
of this we can still say, there are only 
two religions in the world. Upon what 
basis is such a radical statement made, 
you may well ask. Simply this, every 
other religion is one in saying, ‘“Some- 
thing in my hand I bring,” but only 
Christianity says, “Nothing in my hand 
I bring, simply to Thy cross I cling.”— 
From Revelation. Sent by Ruth B. Mc- 
Dowell, Schenectady, N. Y. 


Not For Sale.—We believe that through 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we 
shall be saved (Acts 15:11, Golden Text). 
Govinda, a medical student in India at 
home for the holidays, accepted Dr. 
Sundaram’s invitation to attend a daily 
Bible class in his home. At first, Go- 
vinda listened to the Scripture teach- 
ings out of curiosity. But soon he be- 
gan to listen with anger as he heard 
that this Christians’ God calls men’s 
righteousness filthy rags; agd has de- 
clared that eternal life is a gift—a gift 
for only those who accept His Son Jesus 
as their Saviour. “Then what of my 
sacrifices, my gifts, and all my good 
works?” he questioned. In spite of Go- 
vinda’s hurt pride, he continued to at- 
tend the meetings. He learned to love 
Dr. Sundaram, and, on the day before 
he returned to college, made him a final 
visit, bringing a rare plant, which he 
asked him to accept as a parting pres- 
ent. “But, Govinda,” exclaimed the 
doctor, “I couldn’t accept it as a present; 
I must pay you for it.” Govinda flushed. 
“Doctor Sundaram,” he said in a hurt 
voice, “the plant is a gift—it is not for 
sale!’ Earnestly the doctor replied: 
“Govinda, I accept the plant —as a gift, 
and I thank you for it. And now, my 
boy, I ask that you, in the same way, 
accept God’s offer of salvation, remem- 
bering this—it, also, is a gift—it is 
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not for sale!” After months of struggle, 
Govinda accepted God’s free Gift and 
began to prepare himself to tell others 
the Good News.—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Petersburg, Va. 


Just Changing Pastures. — For it 
seemed good to the Holy Ghost (Acts 
15:28). A picture represents a boat 
laden with cattle being ferried across 
an angry, swollen river in a time of 
storm. Judging from the threatening 
clouds and the lightning, one would con- 
clude that the poor cattle were marked 
for destruction. But the title of the 
painting is simply, “Changing Pastures.” 
Many times we imagine God’s plans 
mean disaster and affliction, but He is 
simply changing pastures for our own 
good and the welfare of our brethren.— 
From Senior Bible Teacher, Union Gos- 
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pel Press. Sent by Harold Shelly, 
Quakertown, Pa. Prize illustration. 


The Reason for the Difference.—But 
by love serve one another (Gal. 5:13). 
A Nigerian missionary arrived at a 
Communion service in which four towns 
were combining, and heard an African 
addressing the crowded church in a 
meeting as follows: “I cannot tell you 
the gladness that is in my heart today. 
As I walked along the path with the 
other members from my town I saw 
that each man held in his hand his Tes- 
tament and his hymnbook. No man 
carried a cutlass or a gun. No man 
walked with fear; every man with faith 
in you. And yet it is but four years 
ago that no man from my town would 
have walked through your town with- 
out a cutlass in his hands, and even 
then he would not have walked alone. 
Nor would any man from your town 
have come unharmed through ours. 
What is the reason for this difference? 
At that time we worshiped the same 
gods as you did. Today we worship 
the same God as you do, but the God 
we worship today is a God of peace. 
We have learned that He is our Father, 
and that we are brothers.”—From Bishop 
of Croydon, in “What Is This Chris- 
tianity?” Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Our Only Deliverer.—For the flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh: and these are contrary 
the one to the other: so that ye cannot 
do the things that ye would (Gal. 5: 
17). A well-known missionary tells of 
a poor African woman who once said 
to him that she had two hearts, one 
saying, “Come to Jesus,” the other say- 
ing, “Stay away’ —the one bidding her 
to do good, the other bidding her to do 
evil, so that she knew not what to do. 
He read to her the seventh chapter of 
Romans. When he came to the verse, 
“O wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death?” 
she said, “Ah, Massa, that me; and me 
know not what to do.” And when he 
afterward added the words, “I thank 
God through Jesus Christ,” and ex- 
plained them, she burst into tears of 
grateful joy. . . The soul of man is 
the great battlefield between the forces 
of righteousness and of evil. And Jesus 
Christ, the Captain of our salvation, is 
the only One who can deliver us from 
the power of sin—From the Garden of 
Prayer. Sent oy B. M. Dobbin, Murray, 
Nebr. 


Our Best— Nothing, Without Him.— 
Walk in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16). Mr. 
Spurgeon once preached what in his 
judgment was one of his poorest ser- 
mons. He stammered and floundered, 
and when he got through he felt that 
it had been a complete failure. He was 
greatly humiliated, and when he got 
home he fell on his knees and said, 
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“Lord, God, Thou canst do something 
with nothing. Bless that poor sermon.” 
And all through the week he uttered 
that prayer. He woke up in the night 
and prayed about it. He determined 
that the next Sunday he would redeem 
himself by preaching a great sermon. 
Sure enough, the next Sunday the ser- 
mon went off beautifully. At the close 
the people crowded about him and cov- 
ered him with praise. Spurgeon went 
home pleased with himself, and that 
night he slept like a baby. But he said 
to himself, “I’ll watch the results of 
those two sermons.” What were they? 
From the one that had seemed a failure 
he was able to trace forty-one conver- 
sions. And from that magnificent ser- 
mon he was unable to discover that a 
single soul was saved. Spurgeon’s ex- 
planation was that the Spirit of God 
used the one and did not use the other. 
We can do nothing without the Spirit 
who helpeth our infirmities—From the 
Christian Digest. Sent by Harold Shelly, 
Quakertown, Pa. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 948) 

1. Judaizers. 

2. They believed that salvation must be 
mediated through the Jewish system, and 
that Gentiles must therefore become Jews 
in order to become Christians. 

3. Yes. The Roman Catholic Church 
claims sole right to mediate salvation. 
(Statement of Lateran Council, quoted in 
“The Catholic Catechism” of Cardinal Gas- 
parri, p. 375.) 

4. On the basis of the works of the Law, 
with special emphasis on the ceremonial 
Law. 

5. Yes. Sacramentarianism, which makes 
submission to ordinances an efficient “means 
of grace,” is the same in principle. 

6. The principle of salvation by grace, 
apart from the works of the Law (Golden 
Text). 

7. Perhaps referring back to Genesis 9:4, 
which was before the Law of Moses, or 
more probably to avoid unnecessary offense 
to the Jews, on the principle of 1 Corinth- 
ians 10:32. 

8. That being “free from the law” does 
not mean exemption from moral obligation 
or consideration for the sensibilities of 
others. Read Romans 14:13-21. 

9. The presence and control of the Holy 
Spirit (Gal. 5:16-18). 

10. The Epistle to the Galatians. 


wg 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


THE GOSPEL FOR EVERYONE 


HE greatest service we can render 

another is to tell of the reality of 
our Saviour and try to win that one 
to Him. If our love for Christ is deep 
enough, should it not be vast enough 
also to reach to the lowliest person in 
the remotest corner of the world? That 
is the kind of love Paul had, and it 
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It Hurts A Mother... 


“We are physically exhausted due 
to years of extreme  privation, 
heavy labor, and mental agony,” 
writes an anguished Hebrew Chris- 
tian mother in Germany. “We often 
lack the strength to do even the . 
daily chores. 

“My dear husband suffered a com- 
plete breakdown in health. The 
doctor says it is nervous exhaustion. 
He cannot move because of pain in, 
his back, head, and whole face. He 
must be nursed like a child. I pray 
to the Lord to heal him and to give 
me the strength to attend to him. 

“Our three children, aged 14, 13, 
and 5, are very delicate and under- 
nourished. You can understand 
how it hurts me, their mother, to 
see their condition, especially at the 
time of their growth, when nour- 
ishing food is so important, and I 
cannot do anything to help. I tell 
my children the Lord knows our 
distress and He will surely send His 
help somehow. 

“I would rather give than take, 
but the Lord knows best, and we 
accept His will. 

“What we need most are fats, rice, 
beans, peas, noodles, flour, sugar, 
dried milk, egg powder; and dried 
fruit, also some coffee. My work at 
home exhausts me so much, and a 
cup of coffee refreshes me. We also 
are in need of soap. 

“The children need clothing — 
shoes, stockings, underwear — in- 
deed everything. I also need some 
diapers and an outfit for a new baby 
soon to arrive. I have no old rags 
to tear up. All our things were 
stolen when we were in concentra- 
tion camps. 

“Your letter brought us no end of 
comfort. May the Lord reward you 
and bless you.” 

Christian mothers and fathers, 
friends of Israel, let this cry of an 
anguished mother’s heart not go un- 
heeded. Help us to help her and 
thousands like her in supreme ‘eed. 

Send your gifts to: 


The Friends of Israel 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

Rev. Victor Buksbaren, B.D., General Secretary 

Dr. Joseph T. Britan, Treasurer 
Treasurer for Canada: 

BEV. P. 8. DOBSON, M.A., D.D. 
Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, 
Ontario, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My Glory,” sent to all 
contributors and also on request. 
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burned. with such fervor that the en- 
tire course of history was changed 
through his missionary zeal. A verse 
in the Old Testament stood out in bold 
letters upon his vision: “It shall come 
to pass, that whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be delivered” 
(Joel 2:32). As he pondered that verse, 
he reasoned: “How then shall they call 
on him in whom they have not believed? 
and how shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard? and how 
shall they hear without a preacher?” 
(Rom. 10:14.) 


The manner of approach to God which 
Jews used under the Law was in great 
contrast to the approach through faith 
in the Lord Jesus, an approach which 
was open to everyone. 


APPROACH THROUGH | APPROACH THROUGH 
THE LAW GRACE 


Jew,chosenin Abra-| Christian, chosen in 
ham (Gen. 12:2).| Christ (Eph. 1:4). 
Circumcision of the; Surrender of the 
body (Gen. 17: body (Phil. 1:20). 
13). 
Law to obey (Exod.| Grace to accept 

20: 3-17). (Eph. 2:8-10). 
Sacrifices to offer|Christ offered on 

(Lev. 1:4). Calvary (1 Cor. 
15:3). 

Meet God through} Meet God through 
priest (Lev. 9:7).| Christ (Heb. 4:15, 

16). 

Captured, held in|Freed for service 
bondage (2 (Gal. 5:1). 
Chron. 36:19-21). 

Failure of self (Jer.] Victory through 
17:9). , Christ (1 Cor. 15: 

57). 

At the most momentous Christian con- 
ference in history Peter fathomed the 
mystery of entrance into the Christian 
life when he concluded, “Through the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall 
be saved.” “By grace... not of works,” 
we are saved, neither the works of cir- 
cumcision, nor by striving to obey the 
Law (Mark 10:20, 21). 

What was Paul’s theme as he preached 
to Gentiles who were not acquainted 
with the Jewish approach to God? 





“THe UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST” 
(Eph. 3:8) 

“Riches of his goodness” (Rom. 2:4). 

“Riches of his glory” (Rom. 9:23). 

Riches of His wisdom (Rom. 11:33). 

“Riches of his grace” (Eph. 2:7). 

Riches of His resources (Phil. 4:19). 
The grandest part of this theme is that 
these riches are free and available to 
everyone. 

As you ponder the unsearchable riches 
of Christ bestowed upon you, with whom 
do you long to share these treasures? 
We can rejoice together for what the 
Lord has been doing in other lands. 
For instance, from our church journal 
we learn that in Saxony, Germany, 
“church buildings and halls are too 
small and sometimes hundreds of peo- 


October i9, 1946 


ple have to go away because the stand- 
ing places up to the pulpit are occupied 
and not a single person more can get 
in.” Three Saxony preachers reported 
that they each “received about fifty 
new members at one service.” God has 
been working in Germany. 

On a night of terrible bombing in 
Japan a_Japanese Christian and man- 
ager of a Bible house “organized a 
bucket brigade . and put out the 
fire.” When asked why he left his home 
to save that building, his answer was, 
“We felt it to be a sacred trust.” 
Throughout the entire war many Jap- 
anese Christians have remained true to 
their Lord. God has been working in 
Japan. 

A missionary to Central America has 
written that she would not permit her 
five-year-old child to go alone to play 
in the homes of natives because the 
morals of these people were so low. Yet 
she and her husband are devoting their 
lives to tell them of the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. Often when they are 
saved they go forth to tell of God’s grace 
to still others who have not yet heard. 
The Lord has’ been working in Central 
America. 

Since folks cannot know Christ “with- 
out a preacher,” He may be calling you 
to tell of His riches to those of some 
other land. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


Archaeological Side Lights 
On the lesson for November 3 
By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


The Jerusalem Decision 


HEN the question arose in the 
early church as to whether the 
Gentiles should be subject to such regu- 
lations as the ceremonial laws of Moses 
(Acts 15:5, 6), a church council was held 
at Jerusalem, and it was concluded, in 
accordance with the suggestion of James 
(Acts 15:19, 20), that the Gentiles were 
not subject to such laws, but that, out 
of consideration for the godly Jews, it 
would be well for Gentiles to abstain 
from such practices as might give of- 
fense, such as the eating of meats that 
had been offered to idols (Acts 15: 28, 29). 
In this decision given at the Jerusalem 
council, a particular phrase occurs, “It 
seemed good.” In Acts 15:25, it is used 
in the context, “It seemed good unto us,” 
and in verse 28, “It seemed good to the 
Holy Ghost, and to us.” Archaeological 
light has been shed on this phrase by the 
discovery of a wooden tablet in Egypt. 
It was found at the site of ancient Phila- 
delphia in Fayum, an oasis about forty 
miles southwest of present-day Cairo. 
The tablet, found together with many 
papyrus documents of the second cen- 
tury A.D., is now kept at the museum 
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in Alexandria, Egypt.1 It was inscribed 
with a document dated July 2, A.D. 94, 
relating to a Roman soldier who was a 
veteran of the military compaigns in 
Palestine that culminated in the de- 
struction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. This 
veteran was living in Egypt, and appar- 
ently had this document executed so 
that he might claim Roman citizenship 
for other members of his family. In the 
text of the document, the veteran quoted 
a decree which had been made by the 
Roman Emperor Domitian,2 which read 
in part, “It seemed good to me to signify 
by decree: The veteran soldiers among 
you all ought to be made free and ex- 
empted from all customs, haven-dues 
and tolls; they themselves, their wives 
and children and their parents who are 
living in wedlock shall be able to be 
Roman citizens with every and the best 
right ...”3 The phrase in this decree, 





1Adolph Deissmann, “Light from the An- 
cient East,”” New’ York, Doran, 1927, p. 442. 

2Emperor of the Roman Empire, A.D. 81-96. 

SIt is interesting to note that the granting 
of benefits to veterans in return for their 
services to their country is a practice that 
antedates the “GI Bill.” This archaeological 
document furnishes evidence that the Roman 
Government exempted them from certain 
taxes and granted rights of citizenship to 
them and to their families. For text, see 
Gustave Lefebvre in the “Bulletin de la So- 
ciété Archéologique d’Alexandrie,” No. 12 
(1910), pp. 39ff., cited in Deissmann, op. cit., 
p. 442; this text, p. 446. 
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“It seemed good to me,” corresponds to 
the similar phrase used in the decision 
in Acts 15:25, 28, the former being in 
Latin and the latter in Greek.4 


The Freedom of the Christian 


AUL pointed out that believers are 
called unto liberty,5 or freedom # 
(Gal. 5:13). This truth is a part of 
Paul’s whole development of the fact 
that until we are saved, we are slaves 
of sin (Rom. 6:17), whereas after we 
are saved, we are free because Christ 
has bought us (1 Cor. 6:20). The under- 
lying image here is the picture of set- 
ting slaves free, a procedure that was 
familiar to those who heard or read 
Paul’s message in that day. In describ- 
ing the freedom of the believer, Paul 
actually used phrases that were em- 
ployed in the legal action of manumis- 
sion (setting free). This is illustrated 
by archaeological discoveries at Delphi 
and several other places. At the femple 
of Apollo at Delphi, the retaining wall 
still bears the records of the manumis- 
sion of many slaves.7 
One method of freeing a slave among 





*The Latin of the Roman decree reads, 
“Visum est mihi edicto significare,”” Deiss- 
mann, op. cit., p. 444; Acts 15:25, “It seemed 
good unto us,” is rendered, ‘“‘Edoxen hemin 

.. »” in Greek. 

5King James Version of Galatians 5:13, 

6 American Standard Version. 

7Deissmann, op. cit., p. 32], 
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the pagan Greeks was the fictitious pur. 
chase of the slave by some divinity. 
Deissmann points out that this proced- 
ure was carried out by having the owner 
come with the slave to the temple; then 
the owner would sell the slave to the 
god and receive the purchase money 
from the temple treasury, the slave hav- 
ing already paid the amount out of his 
own savings. .Thereaftér the slave was 
the property of the god, not a slave of 
the temple, but rather the protégé of 
the god. From all the world, and espe- 
cially from his former master, he was 
a completely free man.8 

Another form of manumission was the 
“sale to the god as trustee.” An inscrip- 
tion at Delphi on the wall of the tem- 
ple tells that the god Apollo bought 
from Sosibius a female slave named 
Nicaea; the inscription closes with the 
notation that Nicaea had committed “the 
purchase” unto Apollo “for freedom.” 9 

Paul was alluding to the procedure 
of freeing slaves as indicated in these 
records when he spoke of our being 
made free by Christ. In the statement 
in Galatians 5:13, “For ye, brethren, 
were called for freedom,”1® he was 
using the literal formula of the records 
for manumission, as evidenced by the 


.archaeological discoveries at Delphi, 


Naupactus, and Tithora.11 
WHEATON, ILL. 





®*TIbid., p. 322. 
* Tbid., p. 323. 
1 King James Version, “For, brethren, ye 
have been called unto liberty .. .” 
11 Deissmann, op. cit., p. 324, note 5. 
é if 


Sleepiess Nights 
(Continued from second page) 


Yet in that awful blackout, Paul and 
Silas found songs in the night, and the 
prisoners heard them. How clear to 
the two sufferers the presence of the 
Lord must have been! And then came 
the earthquake by which one soul, who 
could not have been reached by any 
ordinary way, was brought face to face 
with eternity and with two evangelists 
to point him to Christ. How strange 
that none of the prisoners sought escape, 
and that that rough and cruel jailer was 
saved from suicide just in time! His 
mind must have been in a whirl as he 
faced Paul and Silas and asked the way 
to be saved. He not only did all he 
could for their comfort, but listened as 
they taught him and his household, and 
was baptized with them. 

There was one lone Man who passed 
His last earth’s night sleepless indeed. 
From the Supper to Gethsemane, with 
its awful conflict and victory, to the 
Sanhedrin and their bitter taunts and 
accusations, to be spit upon and buffeted 
and mocked, before going before Pilate 
on a trumped-up political charge, there 
to be thrice declared innocent, but never- 














Lesson for November 3 


theless condemned and led out to die, 
after again being mocked and spit upon 
and brutally scourged. Physical pain 
is hard to bear, mental agony is worse, 
and He suffered both; and by dying 
redeemed all who should accept Him as 
Saviour. In all our sleepless nights 
there is nothing like His, and He never 
leaves His own alone. 

Seven sorrowing and_ unsuccessful 
fishermen spent a night on their own 
fishing grounds, and, disheartened and 
hungry, in the morning they found Him 
waiting for them on shore. Was there 
ever a Friend like Him, the same yes- 
terday, today, and forever? He is the 
same to encourage, and if need be re- 
store His own. “Weeping may endure 
for a night, but joy cometh in the morn- 
ing’”—the morning without clouds, for 
His coming is as certain as the dawn, 
when, for His own, “sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away.” 

we 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, November 3 


1. True Bases of World Peace 
(Isa. 2:2-4; Matt. 5:38-48; Acts 17:26-28 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


N CONSIDERING the first Scripture 

portion assigned for our study this 
week, we should also link with it Isa- 
iah 11:1-10 and Micah 4:1-5. These 
three portions all give a foreview of the 
same time. It is the only time men- 
tioned in God’s Word when the nations 
of this earth will live together in “world 
peace.” 

8 


Notice that, in these three Scripture 
portions, there are the five great condi- 
tions that must be fulfilled: 

1. The Kingdom of the Lord Jesus 
must be established above the kingdoms 
or nations of this earth (Isa. 2:2; Mic. 
4:1). A “mountain,” in the symbolism 
of God’s Word, means a kingdom (Dan. 
2:35; Rev. 13:1; 17:9-11). Notice that 
it is not foretold that there will be a 
one world-nation. There will be many 
nations, and many governments, but the 
government of the Lord Jesus will be 
supreme. 

2. The Lord, the righteous Branch will 
be upon the throne of His father, David. 
in Jerusalem (Isa. 11:1; Mic. 4:1; Luke 
1:32). 

3. Jerusalem will be the world capi- 
tal (Isa. 2:3; Mic. 4:2). 

4. The nations of this earth will wor- 
ship Jehovah and walk in His ways 
(Isa. 2:3; Mic. 4:2). 

5. Righteous, impartial law and en- 
forcement will issue from Jerusalem 
(Isa. 2:4; 11:3-5; Mic. 4:3). 
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Now notice what will be some of the 
results that will follow the fulfilling of 
these five great conditions. One will be 
absolute, impartial carrying out of jus- 
tice for the best interests of all con- 
cerned. Today, even in civilized lands, 
justice is sometimes perverted. Judges 
are sometimes prejudiced for one reason 
or another. Sometimes they can be in- 
fluenced by money, or by political pres- 
sure, or by pressure from special groups. 
But, when the Lord Jesus is on the 
throne, He will be neither mistaken, nor 
misled, nor unfair. He will have all 
knowledge, and will be able to decide 
disputes in an absolutely righteous way. 

Nations that tend te be obstinate or 
unruly will be rebuked or restrained, 
and wicked or rebellious persons will 
be slain. Refusal to obey the Lord’s 
righteous laws will mean that the under- 
taker’s wagon will call at your door the 
next morning. 

Armaments will be abandoned. For 
the first time it will be safe for nations 
to discard their armed might, for, for 
the first time, there will be absolutely 
righteous judgment, and the disobedient 
will be summarily dealt with. For the 
first time, weak or unarmed nations will 
not be in danger from unprincipled and 
stronger enemies. 


There will be universal prosperity — 
not necessarily wealth or riches — but 
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Urgent Request for Prayer 


(Q) Why the urgent request for prayer? 


(A) We ask prayer for Rev. Zeidman as he carries the Gospel of Christ into the most 
turbulent and dangerous parts of Europe: The doors have been closed to missionaries, 
and Brother Zeidman is one of the first to enter Poland which has suffered so much 


from the ravages of war. 


1. Please pray for the safety of Brother Zeidman, that ‘‘a great door and effectual” 
may be opened for him, and that many precious Jewish souls may he saved. 

2. That means may be provided for the carrying on of the work at home and abroad. 

3. That Mrs. Zeidman may be granted wisdom and strength from on high. 

4. Pray that God may raise up many Christian men and women who will earnestly 
and steadfastly pray for, and support the work. 


(Q) What is the purpose of Brother Zeidman’s missionary journey to Poland? 


(A) The purpose of the trip is— 


1. To give the Gospel and Christian comfort, as well as aid, to the surviving remnant 


of Jews in Poland. 


2. To search for missing friends and relations. 
3. To “feed the hungry and clothe the naked” according to Matt. 25: 35, 36. 


(Q) What about our work in Canada? 


(A) Mrs. Zeidman remains in charge of the work in Toronto, assisted by a band of conse- 


crated full time and volunteer workers. 


During the absence of Rey. Zeidman in Europe the I. Q. on Jews and Judaism stud- 
ies will be suspended until his return from the missionary journey in Poland in No 


vember, when these interesting expositions willbe resumed. 


Send us your name and 


address and we will mail reports of Brother Zeidman’s work in Poland, and literature 


on Jews and Judaism. 


PRAY WITHOUT CEASING! 


SCOTT MISSION TO JEWS 


726 BAY STREET : ° 


° TORONTO 2, CANADA 


REV. M. ZEIDMAN, B.D., PH.D. 
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every man will have sufficient for his 
own needs and security. 

Even brute nature will be changed, 
so that the gentle animals may mingle 
with beasts that formerly were ferocious, 
with safety and without fear of being 
devoured. 

Knowledge of the Lord will be uni- 
versal, and men everywhere will have 
an opportunity to hear about Him, and 
to acknowledge Him, and worship Him. 

Rosy as may be the predictions of 
those who today are working for world 
peace, they have nothing such as this 
to offer us, and certainly they are not 
telling us that any such conditions as 
these will be essential to the ushering 
in of world peace. But this is what 
God’s Word says about it. 

oye 

In the meantime, however, what are 
Christians to do? Are we to sit idly 
by, and dream of this coming day, and 
de nothing in the day in which we live 
to bring about some measure of peace 
on earth? Not at all. The two remain- 
ing Scripture portions of our lesson sug- 
gest two courses of action for believing 
Christians. 

The first has to do with our own treat- 
ment of others. It stresses our respon- 
sibility for treating all, with whom we 
come in touch, in a Christlike man- 
ner. We can do this only as Christ is 
living, enthroned in our hearts, and 
controlling our words, and deeds, and 
thoughts. It is utterly impossible, how- 
ever, for any who do not know him 
as their own personal Saviour to fol- 
low the rules of conduct laid down here 
in the fifth chapter of Matthew. 

This brings us to the second course of 
action, and that is to make Christ known 
to all men everywhere. The mission- 
aries of the cross, who are preaching 
the Gospel of salvation from sin through 
faith in the Lord Jesus, are the great- 
est ministers of peace in the world to- 
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day, because they are bringing men and 
women into peace with God, and thereby 
bringing about in their hearts a dis- 
position to live in peace and love and 
harmony with their fellow men, and into 
the place where they may have the 
power so to live. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Is It Wrong To Eat Blood ? 


(Continued from second page) 


to Jewish feelings on the part of the 
Gentile converts, and not as things which 
were all of unchanging obligation.” 
(Jamieson, Fausset and Brown.) 


The International Standard Bible En- 
cyclopedia has not much to say concern- 
ing the meaning of the prohibition for 
us today, but does refer to the “un- 
hygienic influence” of eating blood. It 
seems to be very generally true that 
clear blood is eaten or drunk much more 
readily and frequently in heathen coun- 
tries than in so-called Christian coun- 
tries, and probably the practice raises 
in most Christian people a feeling of 
repugnance. It is interesting that, as 
the missionary writes, many Filipino 
Christians stop the practice when they 
are saved. 


Wherever the drinking of blood is 
connected with idol worship, or is gen- 
erally indulged in by, heathen people, 
the situation is similar to that in which 
the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and 
Silicia found themselves, and therefore 
it would seem that Christians should 
give it up tg have a clear testimony be- 
fore the heathen. The principle here is 
the same as that taken by Paul when he 
said, “Wherefore, if meat make my 
brother to offend, I will eat no flesh 
while the world standeth, lest I make 
my brother to offend” (1 Cor. 8:13). He 
had just been speaking of meats sacri- 
ficed to idols, which was included in the 
letter from the Jerusalem council to 
the Gentile Christians. Again Paul said: 
“For meat destroy not the work of God. 
All things indeed are pure; but it is evil 
for that man who eateth with offence.” 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


October 28 to November 3 

Mon.—John 8:31-36, Truth Liberates. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “If the Son there- 
fore shall make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed.” Christ is the Truth as 
well as the Way and the Life. Two 
proofs of His saving grace in our hearts 
are truth and love. The Spirit of God 
is the Spirit of truth; and the love of 
God can be shed abroad in our hearts 
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only by the Holy Ghost (1 Tim. 2:4). 
Pray for mass conversions to Christ. 


Tues.—Galatians 3:23-29. Sons of God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye are all the 
children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus.” “Faith in Christ Jesus” gives 
a person the right to be called a child 
of God. If His Spirit is in a heart 
cleansed by the blood of the Lord Jesus, 
this partaking of the divine nature 
makes one a child of God’s family. Chil- 
dren are heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ. The only way into this 
relationship with God is by faith in 
Christ Jesus. Pray that you may be a 
happy, obedient child of your Heavenly 
Father. 


Wed.—Romans 1:18-23. 
Against Unrighteousness. 
Prayer Succestions: “The wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who hold the truth in unrighteousness.” 
God is against every form of wicked- 
ness, but most of all those forms of re- 
ligion which keep God’s truth from the 
people. His wrath and his power are 
against all that thus work iniquity; but 
He is for all who love and spread the 
truth. Pray for a stricter sense of jus- 
tice among God’s people. 


Thurs.—Acts 17:22-28. Of One Blood. 


PRAYER SuccestTions: “He .. . hath 
made of one blood all nations of men.” 


* All are members of Adam’s family. And 


all in Adam are sinners. But, through 
the mercy of God, children of Adam 
can become children of God. Member- 
ship in the spiritual family of Christ 
is open to all who believe on His name. 
Blood brothers in Adam have a common 
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duty to God and man. But spiritual 
brothers in Christ have the additional 
obligation to do good, especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith. 
Pray for a deeper understanding of your 
partnership with mankind and with the 
people of God. 


Fri.—Acts 10:24-388. in Every Nation, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In every nation” 
(v. 35). God through Christ by the 
Gospel is now taking out of all nations 
a people for His name. Folks from every 
kindred, tribe, and nation will be arourd 
the throne of God singing of their joy 
in God and His salvation. Pray for 
more of the world-wide Calvary love of 
Christ for mankind. 


Sat.—Acts 15:6-12. An Impartial God. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “God ... put no 
difference between us and them, purify- 
ing their hearts by faith.” God is no 
respecter of persons. He will reward 
faith whenever it appears. He will give 
to every man according to his works. 
God can never be charged with favorit- 
ism. Pray that you may have a greater 
consciousness of the justice of God. 


Sun.—1 John 2:1-10. A New C d t 
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PRAYER SuccesTions: The new com- 
mand for all Christians is, “Love one 
another.” This new commandment 3s 
for all who have the grace of God in 
their hearts. By faith and love we all 
show that the Spirit of truth and love 
is in our hearts. Pray to know more 
fully the love of Christ. 
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A FAMINE 
For the Word of God 


In China there is a famine for the 
Word of God since there has been 
almost no Scripture distribution in 
recent years. 

The Pocket Testament League felt 
the call of God to distribute Testa- 
ments and Gospels among Chinese 


soldiers and students. Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek and General Shang 
Chen, Director of the Department of Military Affairs, are both helpful and 


co-operative. 


Glenn W. Wagner, former president of the Washington (D.C.) Bible Insti- 
tute, was sent to China to serve as executive secretary for the Pocket Testa- 


ment League there. At present he is touring this coun 


telling of the 


spiritual hunger he found in China and of the way Conrad Baehr and his 
other co-workers are trying to meet that hunger for the Gospel — with the 
aid of three large trucks purchased from the army to carry the Testaments 


and their personal supplies. 


Prayerful co-operation is greatly needed for the work of printing and dis- 
tributing Testaments and Gospels in the Chinese language. 


Send all communications to: 


THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, Inc. 


National Headquarters 
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New York 10, N. Y. 








GRE 


HOW TO HAVE A REVI 


VAL 





AL, MEETINGS 
Your Home 


By Appelman, Hankins, Hendley, Jones, Rice, and Wells 





A handbook for revival by greatly used evangelists. Others say: 
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“To my knowledge it is the most informative and exhaustive treatment ot a very important subject. 
have wide reading among clergy and laity alike.” 


V. RAYMOND EDMAN, Ph.D., LL.D., President Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois. 


This volume should 


“Tf it could be put into the hands of pastors throughout the country, there would be local church revivals everywhere and the 
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Dr. Hyman J. Appelman 
says, “I read the book 


, through in one sitting. It 


searched my soul, my life, 
my motives. The careful, 
prayerful reading of it is 
sure to lead to a rededica- 
tion of all life to the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 
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Revival Appeals 
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we need in America today 
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